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CHAPTER LI
THE LAND OF THEIR FATHERS

A NEW era in New Zealand history was opened by the
formation of a company in London under the title of the
New Zealand Association, which had for its object the purchase
of land in the two islands for colonizing purposes. It originated
from the fertile brain of Gibbon Wakefield, who had experi-
mented with colonial problems in Australia and Canada. Lord
Durham and many distinguished men were on the committee,
and Gibbon Wakefield's two brothers, Colonel E. J. and
Arthur Wakefield, were active members. The British Govern-
ment were not very favourably inclined to grant a charter.

Lord John Russell, the Prime Minister* and his colleagues
had already heard of conflicts between native tribes and white
men who had made purchases, or pretended purchases, of land,
which were afterwards repudiated by the Maori chiefs. They
had a feeling of honour towards the rightful owners of a land
which was already acknowledged to be a British possession,
though not a British colony in the usual meaning of the term,
and they were exceedingly anxious at that time to safeguard
the reputation of this country against such accusations as had
been levelled, not always mi justly, against our treatment of
native races. On the other hand, there had lately been
attempts on the part of France, ending in failure, but still the
cause of uneasiness, to establish possessions on the New
Zealand coast, and public opinion was sufficiently strong to
insist that if those islands were to be colonized at all it should -
be under the British flag. The New Zealand Association was
also willing to pledge itself to the agreement that no land
whatever should be alienated or purchased from the Maori
people except by full consent of the chiefs as well as of the
Crown. After a good deal of trouble and discussion, therefore,
ihe Association was launched, and the brothers Wakefield set